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Why do we need a virtual UK-ESB catalogue?
Because in the UK, we spend about £16 million each 

year on collecting and archiving samples!

Background: 
• No UK national specimen archive despite annual collection and archiving activities costing estimated £16 million.
• Lack of information about what has been collected results in under-exploitation of archived specimens
• Lost opportunity in:

• developing new science 
• identify emerging environmental pressures and threats

• We surveyed 86 UK-based organisations - what samples were collected, how and why they were archived, type of facility)
• We developed the concept and outline functionality of a UK virtual Environmental Specimen Bank (UK-vESB)
• We built a catalogue and have added initial entries

We aim to encourage submission of information on key national 
specimen archives over the following 12 months


